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In August 2020, I was appointed Ambassador of the Kingdom of Belgium to the Republic of Turkey. The past
year citizens and businesses in both Belgium and Turkey have been facing unprecedented challenges as they
were dealing with the impact of the COVID-pandemic. Different measures were taken and efforts were asked
from everyone to curtail the pandemic. In the meantime both Belgium and Turkey have massively scaled up
vaccination and as a consequence the sanitary situation in both countries has gradually improved.
At the start of summer the sky seems to clear up and new economic opportunities loom on the horizon. It is a
pleasure for me to address the readers of BLCCT Newsletter at this juncture in Belgian-Turkish relations.
The Kingdom of Belgium has historic, multidimensional and constructive diplomatic relations with the Republic
of Turkey. In 2023 – the year marking the centenary of the Turkish Republic – Belgium and Turkey will also
celebrate 185 years of diplomatic relations. These longstanding ties between our countries are reflected in
various people-to-people exchanges: Belgium is home to a large Turkish community and nearly half a million
Belgian tourists visit Turkey in normal times.
In 2020 the Kingdom of Belgium opened a new Chancery in Ankara which underlines the continued importance
Belgium attaches to political and economic relations with Turkey. In addition, in January 2021 Belgium and
Turkey successfully held a Joint Economic and Trade Committee (JETCO) at Ministerial level creating important building blocks for future economic cooperation.
Belgium and Turkey have strong commercial and economic ties. As emphasized by Minister Sophie Wilmès
during the JETCO meeting, Turkey is an important trade partner for Belgium, as the trade volume between both
countries nearly reached 10 billion € in 2020. This extensive trade relationship is supported by nearly 2000
Belgian companies exporting to Turkey, while over 2500 Belgian businesses have expressed interest in the
Turkish market.
Belgium is one of the world’s leading merchandise traders, currently ranking 10th for exports and 12th for
imports. Belgium’s key exports include chemical products, transport equipment and machinery. The expanding
activities between Belgian and Turkish ports are likely to increasingly nourish bilateral trade.
Prospects are good for the Belgian economy: economic growth outpaced expectations in the first quarter of
2021. Even during the pandemic several sectors showed remarkable resilience. For instance, the Belgian
pharmaceutical industry and logistics sector were key in the fight against the global pandemic.
Post-covid economic recovery in Europe will be guided by green and digital transformation inspired by the
European Union’s Green Deal. Belgium is looking to continue on its innovative path investing in climate-smart
technologies, renewable energy and digital innovation spurring transformation towards a sustainable, smart and
climate-resilient economy.
Smooth economic and trade relations will be crucial to spur dynamic economic recovery, fit for the challenges
of the future, and to create well-being for citizens. Businesses will be the drivers of this economic transformation and I am looking forward to work together with BLCCT to support companies in identifying new opportunities.
Allow me to conclude with a positive look towards the future, I believe that the worst of the pandemic is behind
us and that a new dawn is upon us filled with economic opportunities. As Ambassador of Belgium to Turkey, I
intend to take advantage of this momentum to further deepen Belgian-Turkish ties and economic and commercial relations. Looking forward to working with you during my mission in Turkey.
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N. TUĞRUL ŞEREMET
CHAIRPERSON OF THE BELGIAN-LUXEMBOURG CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN TURKEY

Dear Members,

I greet you, hoping that you had a relatively comfortable summer with the
increase in vaccinations as of June after the pandemic. I am happy and proud to
be elected as the president of our Association's Ordinary General Assembly with
Election on June 23, 2021, which could not be completed during the lockdown
period.
While I wish success to my colleagues in the new Board, I would like to thank
previous President Mr. Levent Apaydın, Secretary General Mr. Gürbüz Sarı and
other board members with whom I had the opportunity to work together as the
Vice-president in the previous Board of Directors. I commemorate our beloved
Vice President Mehmet Onultan with mercy.
During our two-year mandate, which we will spend with our new board members,
who are more valuable than each other and who are pioneers in their fields, our
priority is to increase the commercial relations with Belgium and Luxembourg,
especially to spread this increase to the whole country. I hope to share our current
agenda and plans with you more clearly after our first board meeting.
I would like to state that we will make an effort to keep the institutional memory of
our association, which is the second oldest trade association in Turkey, and to
remember the work of the past founders and administrations. As we move towards
our centennial, I think that our formation in our 95th year is enough to remind us
how deeply rooted the association is. I think that remembering the backgrounds
and historical roots of social-cultural-commercial-financial relations that have been
going on for years is one of the factors that will enable these relations to be
transferred to future periods more strongly.
We hope that we will have the opportunity to carry out our online activities, which
we mainly carried out during the pandemic, as a hybrid. I wish to see you soon at
our first event and I respectfully greet you.

Sincerely,
N. Tuğrul Şeremet

“The Ordinary General Assembly with election of
the Board of the Belgian Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Turkey”

The Ordinary General Assembly with election of the Board of the Belgian Luxembourg Chamber
of Commerce in Turkey was held on Wednesday, June 23.
At the General Assembly, Mr. Tuğrul Şeremet, a country manager of H.Essers Turkey, was
elected as a new chairperson of the BLCCT. Mr. Dr. Şerhan Şimşek, Group CEO of CT Pharma
and TFLL Pharma, and Mr. Alp Tanrıöver, Business Development Coordinator & Board
Member at Unit Group Companies, were elected as new vice-chairpersons of the BLCCT. While
Mr. Mert Bülbül was elected as a new Secretary General of the Chamber, Mr. Hans Broucke,
Ms.Nil Tunaşar, Mr. Bülent Kılınçarslan, Mr. Egemen Döven, and Mr. Bülent Tekmen were
elected as new Board Members.
On behalf of the Belgian Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Turkey, we would like to thank
our previous Chairperson Mr. Levent APAYDIN , Secretary General Mr. H. Gürbüz SARI and all
other Board Members for strengthening ties between Belgium, Luxembourg and Turkey and for
their valuable contributions to our chamber.
We would also like to welcome our new Board Members and to convey our congratulations and
sincere wishes of success for their new missions.
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BLCCT EVENTS

“Expand your business to Wallonia/Belgium”
Our first event of 2021, “Expand your business to Wallonia/Belgium”, was held under the coordination of the
BLCCT and Adana Ticaret Odasi on Wednesday, January 13. Ms. Catherine Bauwens, Trade and Investment
Commissioner (Awex) to the Consulate General of Belgium in Istanbul, and Mr. Franck Toussaint, In-house
Supply Chain Expert, were the speakers in the event.

“Doing Business in Luxembourg”
Doing business in Luxembourg webinar was held on February 2021 with the contributions of The Belgian
Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Turkey, The Embassy of Luxembourg in Ankara and Luxinnovation. Ms.
Jenny Hällen Hedberg and Mr. David Foy, Head of International Business Development, Luxinnovation, Ms.
Chris Welter, Entrepreneurship coordinator, House of Entrepreneurship were the speakers in the event.
You can access the presentations and the video recording of the event by clicking here.

BLCCT EVENTS

“Gender Equality in Business During and After the Pandemic”
The second edition of our Women Leaders in Business Seminar Series titled as “ Gender Equality in Business
During and After the Pandemic” was held on Thursday, April 1.
The opening speeches of the webinar were delivered by the Ambassador of Luxembourg in Turkey H.E. Ms.
Angèle Da Cruz and Mr. Levent Apaydin, BLCCT Chairperson. Assoc. Dr. Ayşe Aylin Bayar , Istanbul Technical
University – Management Faculty, Ms. Emine Erdem , President of KAGİDER Women Entrepreneurs Association
of Turkey and Ms. Neslihan Nigiz Ulak, General Manager Barry Callebaut Turkey were the speakers in the event.
You can access the presentation made by Assoc. Dr. Ayşe Aylin Bayar titled “ Impacts of COVID-19 on
Women’s Domestic and Professional Engagements” and the video recording of the event via the following link.

“Latest Developments in Customs”
Our webinar titled “ Latest Developments in Customs” was held on Monday, May 3, 2021. Mr. Barış
Demirel, Deloitte Turkey - Director of Global Trade Advisory, was the speaker in the event. In his
presentation, Mr. Demirel focused on:
* Brexit, TR-UK Free Trade Agreement and its differences from the Customs Union
* Problems and latest situation in Certificates of Origin
* Main issues in recent customs inspections
You can access the presentation made by Mr. Demirel and video recording of the event via the
following link

BLCCT EVENTS

“CIRCULAR ECONOMY AND SUSTAINABILITY SEMINAR SERIES – I”
“Think green and act green!”
Our webinar titled “ Circular Economy and Sustainability” was held on Friday, June 18, 2021.
Mr. Ahmet Atıl Aşıcı, Associate Professor at Istanbul Technical University and Mr. Christopher
Van den Daele, H.Essers Belgium - Business Unit Manager, were the speakers in the event.
In his presentation, Mr. Aşıcı focused on “Potential Effects of the EU’s Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism on the Turkish Economy”, while Mr. Vanden Daele presented H.Esser’s sustainability
strategy as a great example of how companies act green.
You can access the video recording of the event via the following link.

WOMEN LEADERS IN BUSINESS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

The Digital B2B Matchmaking Platform: CONNECTS
At Belgian – Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Turkey we work
every day to help you develop your network and increase your visibility
in the business world in Belgium, Luxembourg and Turkey. In this
regard, we joined to CONNECTS, a business matchmaking platform
supported by all chambers of commerce of Belgium and Luxembourg.

As the Belgian Luxembourg Chamber of Commerce in Turkey, we
believe in the importance of gender equality and attach importance to
increasing the representation of women in business life. For this
purpose, we want to support young women students who want to
pursue their higher education (undergraduate or graduate) in Belgium
or Luxembourg and to help them find scholarships for their higher
education in Belgium or Luxembourg. We aim for our scholars to
research the policies and tools applied to strengthen the position of
women in business life and increase their importance in the countries
they study. We also intend to transfer this experience and practical
knowledge of our scholars to Turkey when they come back and to
contribute to our country in these matters.
In line with this goal, we look forward to the support of companies and
individuals from Belgium and Luxembourg and, of course, every
volunteer without any restrictions. You can serve this good purpose by
providing scholarship support to students who want to pursue their
higher education.
Please contact us at info@blcct.org if you would like to support our
project and future’s female professionals!
Scholarship Scope
Covering the student’s tuition fee
Granting a monthly scholarship of 700-1000 Euros for a minimum of
12 months to contribute to living expenses (accommodation, meals,
etc.) in the country.
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